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Mount Weathei*, the fed- 
eral installation very near 
the site of yesterday’s plane 
crash, is the sort of top se- 
cret mountaintop retreat 
lan Fleming was always 
dreaming up for 'James 
Bond. , 

Located ^on the Loudoun- 
Clarke County line 47 miles 
west of Washington and 1,- 
725 feet above sea level, the 
- 85-acre site was purchased 
by the U.S. ’ Department of 
Agriculture in 1903 and 
later considered for a sum- 
mer White House by Presi- 
dent Calvin Coolidge. 

Now, according to Defense 
Department sources, local 
residents and those who 
worked on its conversion 
during the Cold War days of 
the early 1950s, it is one of 
several allernale^command 
posts for use in the event of 
an Atomic attack on Wash- 
ington. 

i Unlike Ft. Ritchie, Md., 
however — the hollowed-out 
mountain 65 miles north of 
Washington known as “the 



underground Pentagon” or 
"The Rock," — Mount 

Weather is not a military in- 
stallation. 

It is operated by the Gen- 
eral Services Administration 
for the Office of Emer- 
gency Preparedness, Penta- 
gon sources say it is pres- 
ently used as a highly classi- 
fied communications base 
for the Civilian Intelligence. 
Agency— part of the CIA's 
world-wide communications 
network. 

Mount Weather, however, 
has had some problems stay- 
ing anonymous. Nearby resi- 
dents of Clarke and Lou- 
doun counties refer to it as 
“the government's worst 
' kept secret." ^ 

For one thing, it is located 
astride the Appalachian 
Trail, an 4 hikers are forever 
pausing to gawk through its 
high, barbed-wire topped 
fences at the signs and 
blinking lights warning peo- 
ple to stay away. 

During the anti-Vietnam 
days of the late 1960s, a 
bearded hiker reportedly 
stumbled onto the place, 
sketched the layout of the 



base from the top of a 
nearby tree, and had the 
sketch published in a Wash- 
ington underground newspa- 
per called “The Quicksilver 
Times." 

There is also thfe daily 
traffic to and from the 
place, through little hamlets 
like Round Hill and Blue- 
mont, where people notice 
such things. 

People who work “up on 
the mountain," they say, are 
conspicuous in the area by 
always having a cleared 
the first and most frequently* 
er, triggering some kind of 
road to- work in the winter. 

Virginia Rt, 601, a winding 
secondary road that would 
normally be low priority for 
snow clearance, is usually, 
the first an most frequently 
cleared road in Clarke. 
County— from Virginia Rt. 7 
four miles to the Mpunt 
Weather gates. ; ^ ' 

Then there are 'the Cul- 
tural vicissitudes of ' the 
area. y , 

According to one^ (Karke 
County resident, the red- 
coated riders of the Clarke 




County hunt once chased a 
fox into Mount Weath- 
er, triggering some kind of 
alarm and leaving a small 
legion of: whistle-blowing 
guards aswarm in fox- 
hounds. 

The embarassed riders 
had to ask at the base gates 
to get their foxhounds back. 

Such incidents have led to 
legends of. some Doomsday 
capability nestled in the un- 
derground tunnels of Mount 
Weather, which one man 
who helped build them says 
are “just like in ‘Seven 
Days in May’ 

defense Department 
source^, however, say the re- 
alities Mount Weather 
are somewhat less dramatic 
and they *eem puzzled that 
ttoe base is as highly classi- 
fied aikit is. 

A* GSA spokesman yester- 
day politely declined to com- 
ment ’on what Mount 
Weather was used for, how 
many people work there, or 
hot^ Ipng it has been in its 
current use. 

‘Ae said -only that the re- 
sources of the base 



(“shovels, ropes, things like 
that") were offered to the 
rescue workers. 

No piece of the wreckage 
fell within the limits of 
Mount Weather, he said, no 
uso was made of the base’s 
hospital and no traffic was 
routed through the base. 

Though Rte. 601 was 
blocked off to keep specta- 
tors from the area, he said, 
it was not done at the re- 
quest of the GSA or anyone 
else from<Mount Weather. 

Mount ^Weather was not 
always as mysterious as it is 
today. Originally a weather 
station for the Agriculture 
Department, it was used for 
artillery range finding expe- 
riments during World War 

During ' the Depression; 
hobos were housed there for 
work and calisthenics pro- 
grams by the District of Co- 
lumbia's transient relief 
agency. 

Later it. was used as a 
weekend retreat by Roose- 
velt administration mem- 
bers huddling to discuss the 
policies and programs of the 
New Deal. 
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Mt Weather Installation due west of D-t.e, Internationa. Airport, is near scene of iet p.hne crash that hi.ted al. ** persons aboard. 





